
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness,and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8 NRSV 
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He [Jesus] sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are 
worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, "Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” Mark 12:41-
44  

 
Dear Woman, 
I'm. So. Sorry. 
I'm sorry that with selfish ambition 
we created a bottom line made of gold coins, 
and left you with nothing 
instead of learning to live with less. 
 
We align you with orphans and foreigners 
and call you "the most vulnerable." 
We name you, "Poor." 
We name you, "Unfortunate." 
We do not bother to ask you for your name. 
And while vulnerability is your reality, 
we forgot that it isn't the definition of all that you are 
                                                      From “A LETTER TO THE WOMAN WHO GAVE ALL SHE HAD” a poem by Emily Martin. 
 

Action Items: 
1. Learn about poverty in your community – Acknowledge the stereotypes applied to those who 

are living in poverty.  See your neighbors who struggle with poverty through the lens of love. 
2. Volunteer at your local Food Pantry of Shelter – See those you serve through the lens of love. 
3. Raise your voice in love to advocate for economic justice in your community, our nation, and 

throughout the world. 
 

Dear Jesus, you saw the widow who gave all she had and loved her for her devotion and saw the value in 
what she gave, all she had. Clear our vision so that we may see our neighbors through the lens of your 
perfect love.  Teach us to love with all we have.  Amen. 
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